Mentorship Opportunity: Call for Expressions of Interest
Public Art Mural Mentorship - City Centre Terminal

The City of Lethbridge Public Art Program is seeking a Lethbridge and area artist for an exciting
mentorship opportunity. Artists who are emerging, early-career or interested in growing their skill
set to include mural arts are invited to submit an Expression of Interest for this opportunity.

Background

The City of Lethbridge has recently contracted professional mural artist Jill Stanton from
Edmonton, Alberta, to paint a multi-part mural sequence at City Centre Terminal (Lethbridge
Regional Park ‘n’ Ride Transit Terminal) located in downtown Lethbridge. As part of this project,
Jill will mentor a local emerging artist in the development and installation of their own painted
mural on a wall located inside the building. The work of both muralists will serve to uplift the
atmosphere of the terminal and surrounding area, providing an attractive and engaging
experience for those moving through downtown by bus, car, or on foot. This is a paid
opportunity intended to help an aspiring muralist develop the relevant skills required to work
independently on future projects.

Mentor Biography

JILL STANTON has extensive experience painting murals across North America for private and
public clients. Over the past decade, she has produced over 80 murals of varying complexity
and size. Jill has painted walls for several mural festivals, including the Vancouver Mural
Festival, Winnipeg’s Wall to Wall, Tulsa’s Habit Festival, Dallas’ Wild West Mural Fest, Victoria’s
Concrete Canvas Project, and BUMP 2018 in Calgary. Jill strives to ensure that her public
artwork meaningfully reflects the community, environment, neighbourhood, and city; her process
is research-based and site-specific. Her work combines abstract elements with the
representative, using still-life objects paired with some exaggerated elements of human scale
(hands, feet) to weave open-ended narratives. Examples of Jill's work are attached below.




Mentorship Details:

This mentorship opportunity provides support to the selected mentee during both the planning
and execution phases of their mural. While the mentee will maintain responsibility for their
creative vision, mural execution and overall project management, Jill Stanton will offer guidance
throughout the process.

During her mural installation on the exterior of the transit terminal, which will occur over a two
week period this summer, Jill will also provide hands-on demos for the mentee to engage in.
The mentee will be offered the chance to assist with various aspects of the execution of this
large-scale outdoor work. Activities may include applying paint fills/second layers, helping to lay
down a grid, observing or assisting with chalking-in of the design, and exposure to lift operation
protocols.

1. Planning Phase (Design): June to September 2025
> The program begins with an introduction, allowing the two artists to get
acquainted with each other’s backgrounds and skills, discuss learning goals and
communications styles, and provide an overview of the mural process.

> The mentee will have access to 15 hours of consultation during the planning
phase for their mural. The consultation will include a mix of in-person and virtual
consultations.

> During this period, while the mentee is developing a concept and plan for their
mural, Jill's project will be in the painting stage. The Edmonton-based artist will
be in Lethbridge for two weeks during installation (exact dates TBD). This
alignment helps inform the mentee’s mural-planning process with direct
observations of an experienced muralist at work, provides concrete examples to
foster discussion of project considerations, and offers exposure to more
challenging conditions they may encounter in future projects (e.g., working
outdoors / at heights).

> The mentee will finalize and submit their mural design to the program
coordinators for approval by September 1, 2025.

2. Implementation Phase (Installation): September to December 2025
> Mural installation may begin in September upon acceptance of the proposed
design and must be completed no later than December 15, 2025.

> |Installation days will be scheduled through the project coordinator(s) in
consultation with the designated facility contact(s).

> The mentee will have access to 5 hours of consultation during this phase. Note
that outside of the two weeks during which Jill will be on site painting her mural,



mentorship sessions will be virtual.

3. Post-installation Phase: January 2026

> Information about the artwork and artist, including title and artist statement for
signage and other communications, as well as a basic maintenance manual will
be required following completion of the mural.

> Both artists may be invited to speak at or attend an engagement event
celebrating the installations and mentorship project.

Eligibility
Applicants must be
« An artist based in Lethbridge or surrounding regions
< Available for the term of the mentorship outlined above

% Physically capable of installing a mural on an interior wall at City Centre Terminal.

Compensation
For their participation in the project, the selected applicant will receive

20 hours of mentorship

Design Fee: $500 plus GST, payable upon submission of proposed design

Mural Budget: $3500 plus GST (inclusive of artist fees, supplies, and incidentals)
Invitation to participate in a future artist talk (paid opportunity)
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Expression of Interest
To express interest in this mentorship opportunity, please submit the following materials:

« A letter indicating the artist’s interest in the project as well as an indication of artistic
qualifications (i.e., art training, previous experience with murals, commissions, public art
projects). The letter should address the mentorship details, provide an indication of how
mentorship will impact the artist's practice, and confirm the artist’s alignment with all
mentorship requirements.

An Artist's CV, if available.

Five to ten images demonstrating excellence of past work relevant to public art. Please
provide high-resolution images with labels indicating size, medium, and year. Any work
created in collaboration with other artists should be clearly described as such.
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Please note that a design is not required at this stage. The selected artist will be provided with
guidance on site considerations and design guidelines.

The mural site is painted drywall, and the area is approximately 14 feet wide by 9 feet tall with
standard floor access. An image is attached below.



A virtual information session will be held on Tuesday, April 22nd. A link to details will be
posted on publicartlethbridge.ca

Timeline
Call opens - Friday, Apr 11, 2025

Online Info session - Tuesday, Apr 22, 2025,
Submission deadline - Sunday, May 18, 2025
Notifications - Wednesday, May 28, 2025
Design due - Monday, Sep 1, 2025
Installation completed - Friday, Dec 12, 2025
Approvals & housekeeping - December 2025 & January 2026.
Artist talk - TBD 2026
Evaluation and Selection

Applications will be assessed by an ad hoc selection committee that includes community
members with interest in and experience with the arts, the mentor, a site representative, and
members of the City’s Public Art Committee. Assessment will be based upon strength of the



Expression of Interest, the artist’s alignment with the project, and strength of personal goals. Up
to five artists will be shortlisted and invited to participate in individual virtual interviews to inform
final selection.

Submission Details

Applications should be submitted electronically to publicart@artslethbridge.org. Please indicate
“Public Art Mural Mentorship EOI” in the subject line. Only electronic submissions will be
accepted, and all documents must be sent in PDF format as one combined, attached document.

The deadline for submissions is Sunday, May 18, 2025

Questions may be emailed to: publicart@artslethbridge.org.
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